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I 
The· Lamp and· the Bell 
Drama in Five Acts 
by 
Edna St. Vincent Millay 
June 15, 1935 
Presented at Commencement Exercises 
by 
The Senior Class of Gorham Normal School 
THEME 
The Story of "The Lamp and the Bell" is the love of Bianca 
and Beatrice, more familiarly known as Snow-White and Rose­
Red. Bianca feels such love for her sister that she says, 
"You are a burning lamp to me, a flame 
That cannot blow out, and I shall hold you 
High in my hand against whatever darkness." 
To this Beatrice replies, 
"You are to me a silver bell in a tower; 
And when it rings I know I am near home." 
Their love is so great that it withstands the jealous barks of 
Octavia, mother of Bianca, and the vengeful plotting of Guido, 
. cousin of Beatrice. It is so strong that it endures even when 
King Mario chooses one of these maidens for his queen. 
There comes a bitter separation because of misunderstand­
ing after the tragedy of Mario's death. But ere the curtain falls 
their love triumphs, and Beatrice says of Bianca, 
"She is returned 
From her long silence, and rings out above me 
Like a silver bell!" 
























Garden of Palace in Fiori, four years later. 
Another garden of the Palace; evening. 
Room of Palace; Twilight. 




oudoir, following summer. 
Room in Palace. 
Ballroom. 
Ballroom. 
Market place in Fiori, five years later. 
Room in Palace at Lagoverde. 
Garden at Fiori. 
Room in Palace at Fiori. 
Courtroom in Palace at Fiori. 
A room in Palace; Beatrice a prisoner. 
Room in Lagoverde. 
Room in Lagoverde. 
CAST OF CHARACTERS 
.Lorenzo, King of Fiori 
Mario, King of Lagoverde 
Guido, Duke de Versilia, nephew of Lorenzo 
Giovanni 
l Luigi Gentlemen of the court of 
Anselmo J Lorenzo Raffaele 
Fidelio, Jester at the Court of Lorenzo 
Cesco, townsman of Fiori . 
Beppo, son of Guiliana 
Clerk of the Court of Beatrice 
Octavia, second wife of Lorenzo, 
Beatrice, "Rose-Red," daughter of 
Lorenzo by a former marriage, 





Octavia by a former marriage, 
Ladies 
at the court 
of Lorenzo 
Grazia, Nurse to Beatrice and Bianca, 
Giulietta, servant to Bianca, 
"Little Rose-Red" } 







Women of Fiori 
Corene Palmer 
Henrietta Lidback. · 
Ella Johnson 














Margaret Honan {Mary Stockbridge 





Helene Roberts Gilda, sister to Beppo, 
Soldiers Sally Sylvester and Maxine Whitman 




Costumes, Miss Evelyn Littlefield 
Scenery, Mr. Lawrence Cilley 
Properties, Forrest Wardwell 
Lighting, Wallace Hart 
Music; Miss Miriam E. Andrews 
Directed by Chester H. Sloat 
Assisted'by Miss Frances Huse 
